Purpose: Nuclear grade is one of the independent prognostic factors for renal cell carcinoma (RCC). We investigated the effectiveness of a preoperative CT scan for predicting the nuclear grade of clear cell RCC.
Fig. 1.
The maximum area of Hounsfield units (HU) was measured by tracing the highest HU of the localized circular portion, which was defined by 25% of the total area of the carcinoma at the largest diameter. (A) an example of measuring maximum area of HU in well enhanced small size carcinoma by localized circle. (B) an example of measuring maximum area of HU in heterogeneous large size carcinoma by localized circle. HU: Hounsfield unit, M: maximum area of Hounsfield unit which was defined by 25% of total area of carcinoma at the largest diameter, T: total area of carcinoma at the largest diameter, A: aorta at the largest diameter of carcinoma 
